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Amendments to the Claims 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of 
claims in the ancestor application. 

1. (Currently Amended) A method comprising; 

providing a program guide of o cooas to television programming to enable a 
customer of a brok e r t o create a custom channel bv selecting including at least one 
television program nolnctod fam th e tel e vision programmin g from the prog r am guide and 
bv specifying a viewing time for the selected program : 

receiving at tho broker input from tho custom e r creating tho custom chann e l j ngut 
from the customer including the selected p^g™™ a nd the specified viewing time : 

dffirmining whether to include the selected program in the custom channel: 
obtainin g programs for the custom channel: and 

transmitting from th e brok e r to the customer the custom channel created by the 
customer and including the at l e ast one television program , 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1> further comprising; 

allowing a customer to create more than one custom channel; . 

obtaining programs for the more than one custom channel: and 

simultaneously transmitting to the customer the more than one_ custom channel 

and at least one oth e r cu s tom channel, the at l e ast on e otheaveustom c h ann e l includ igg-a* 
least on e t e l e vision program selected from the tel e vis i on programming . 

3 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein determining 
whether to include the selected program in the custom cha nnel comprises: 

determinin g whether the selected program conflicts in viewing time with a 

program previously added to the custom channel: 

if the selected program conflicts in viewing time with the previou sly added 

program, 
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adrHnp the selected pmg nra m the custom channel if it is determined to 

record the selected program or the previously add ed program for viewing bv the 
customer at a different tin^e. to provide simultaneous access to the selected 
program and the previously added program, nr tn de lete the previously added 
program from the custom channel, and otherwise 

not including the selected program in the custom channel; and 

adding the selected program to the custom channel if the selected program does 

conflicts in viewing time with the previously added program- 
further comprising: 

pr e- recording a t e l e vision program; and 

teafls mitting to the cuatomor the custom chann e l including th e pre - r e cord e d t e levision 
program. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 s further comprising w hegem 
pEoviding ^aee es s to television programming comprises providing the customer at least 
one access code to a p ro gram in the program guide, the at least access code including an 
access level t o tho customer, . 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 4, wherein obtaining 
programs for the custom channel comprises at least one of: 

pre-recording a program in the custom channel if the customer desires to view the 

program at a later time: 

requesting and obtaining a program in the custom channel from a content 

provider; or 

generating a program in the custom channel, further comprising assigning an 

aocoflfl level to tho at least ono access codo. 

6-12. (Cancelled) 
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13. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 12 claim 1, wherein 
trgngmittingto the customer the custom channel further comprising comprises e ncrypting 
^sig nal comprising th e at l e ast on e custom oh aaae l data before transmitting the custom 
channel to the customer . 

14. (Currently Amended) The method of e kiim 1 2 claim L further comprising 
p ge- r e oording a t e levision program ? and including tho pro rooordod television program in 
th e at least on e custom chann e l providing a user interface for a customer to select 
programs in the progra m, pi^dg tn be included in the custom channel . 

15. (Cancelled) 

16. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 15 claim 14. wherein the user 
interface comprises a voice-based natural language dialog system, f urther comprising: 
s el e cting - from the program guid e of availabl e t e l e vi s ion programming a s e cond- t e l e vision 

program; 

s e l e cting a s econd tim e for vi e wing tho second television program, th e second time 

delayed relative to a scheduled broadcast time for the? s e cond t e levision program; 

U11U 

adding tho second television program and the second time to th e custom channel. 

17. (Currently Amended) The method of ekaffl-4 4 claim 1 4. wherein the user 
interface comprises a web-based user interface, f urther comprising: 

sel e cting from th e program guid e of availabl e t e l e vision programraiflg -a- s e csfld 
television program; 

selecting a s e cond time for vi e wing the second television program at least partially 
coinciding with the select e d tim e for vi e wing th e at least on e s e l e cted t e levision 
program;-and 
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adding the oocond tel e vision program and the o e oond tim e to another ouatom cha nnel. 

18. (Currently Amended) A system comprising: 

a receiver to receive television programming from at least one provider; 

a customer interface providing to provide a program guide of acc e s s to television 
progranuning to enable a customer of a brok e r t o create a custom channel by selecting 
Innln Hirtg at least one television program selected from the tel e vision programmiagjrom 
the program guide and bv specifyin g a viewing time for t he selected program: 

a controller to determine whether to include the selected program in the custom 
channel, and to obtain data for the custom channel; and 

a transmitter coupled to the receiver, the transmitter to transmit from tho brok e r to 
the customer the custom channel created by the custome r, the custom ohann e l including 
the at least oxio television program . 

1 9. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 8, further comprising a 
database memory to store custom channel data identifying tel e vision programs 
comprising the custom channel 

20. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 8, wherein t he customer 
interface including one of an electronic prograin guide, a natural language electronic 
program guide, and a web-based electronic program guide, 

21 . (Original) The system of claim 1 8, further comprising a video storage 
medium coupled to the receiver, the video storage medium to receive and store television 
programming. 

22. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 18, further comprising an 
encryption device coupled to the transmitter, the encryption device to encrypt a s ignal 
oomprifling the custom channel data prior to transmitting p rior to - traa g flaa ^ ^ea to the 
customer. 
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23. (Original) The system of claim 1 8, farther comprising access circuitry 
coupled to the customer interface, the access circuitry to receive and verify a customer 
access code. 

24-25. (Cancelled) 

26. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 24 claim 18. wherein the 
controller adds the selected program to the custom chan nel if the s elected urogram does 
not conflict in viewing time with a program pr^vi^nRl y added to the custom cha nnel, or if 
the selected program conflicts in viewing time with the previously added program but if it 
is determined to record the selected program or the previously added program for 
viewing by the customer at a different time, to provide simultaneous access to the 
selected program and the previously added program* or to delete the previously added 
program from the custom channel. 

the customer interface including on e of an e l e ctronic pro g ram guide, a natural languag e 
e l e ctronic program guide, and a web - based oloctronic program guide* 

27. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 2 4 claim 18, wherein the 
controller obtains data for the custom channel by at least one of: 

pre-recordinp a program in the custom chfl tin ql if the customer desires to view the 
proaram at a later time: 

requesting and obtai n" fl a pr ogram in the custom channel from a content 

provider; or 

generating a program in the custom channel, f urt h ^eomprising access circuitry 

coupled to the customer interfac e ; th e acc e s s circuitry to receive and verify a customer 
aooeas cod e 

28. (Currently Amended) An article of manufacture, comprising: 

a machine accessible medium, said machine accessible medium p rovidin g comprising 
instructions that, when executed by a machine, cause said machine to perform 
operations including: 
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providing a program guide of a seess4e television programming to enable a 
customer of a broker t o create a custom channel bv selecting j noluding at least one 
television program wnlflfltari from th e television programmin ^ from the prog m™ "de and 
bv specifying a viewing time for the selected program : 

receiving input from the customer W.juHinfl the selected program and the 
specified viewing time ; 

determining whether to include the selected prog ram in the custom channel: 

obtaining programs for the custom channel: a nd 

transmitting from tho brok e r to the customer the custom channel created by the 
customer and including the at least one tolovioion program . 

29-31. (Cancelled) 

32. fNewl The article of c 1s»™ sa id operations further include: 

allowing a customer to create more than one m *tom channel ■ 

obtaining programs for the more than one custom channel: and 

simultaneously transmitting to the customer the more than one custom channel. 

33 . fNew) The article of claim 28. wherein determining whether to include 
the selected program in the custom channel comprises: 

detennining whether the selected program conflicts in vi ewing time with a 

program previously added to the custom channel: 

if the selected program conflicts in viewing time with the previously added 

program. 

adding the selected program to the custom c hannel if i t is determined to 

record the selected program or the previously added program f or viewing by the 
customer at a different time, to provide simultaneous access to the s elected 
program and the previously added program, or to delete the previ ously added 
program from the custo m channel ., and otherwise 
not includi" ? the selected progra m in the c ustom channel: and 
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adding the selected program to the custom channel if the ^elected program does 
conflicts in viewing time with the pr eviously added program, 

14. (New") The article of claim 28 . wherein obtaining pr ograms for the custom 
channel comprises at l east one of: 

prerecording a program in the custom channel if the customer desires to view the 

program at a later time: 

requesting and obtaining * pmpram \n the cust nm channel from a content 

provider: or 

generating a program in the custom chanfleL 

35. fNew^ The article ftf clp m 2 8. wherein t ransmitting to the customer the 
custom channel comprises encrypting data before tra nsmitting the custom channel to the 
customer. 

36. (New) The article of claim 28. wherein the ope rations further include 
providing a user interface for a customer to select program s in the program guide to be 
included in the custom channel, the user interface compris ing a voice-based natural 
language dialog system. 
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